"la the meantime, may I, on behalf of myself /Cnd my*
Department, offer you sincerest thanks for the Invaluable con-
tributions which your Section has made to many of our most
Important problems.
"Yours sincerely,
"CARL PEDDER."
I looked up and said, " And very nice too. In other words,
'Hand over or get out?'"
"Exhibit's," said Waring, chucking across another letter.
"The Old Man's reply."
I read;
" Dear Minister. When, at the request of your predecessor,
I left my University department to form this Section, I pointed
oat the existence of a number of Committees and Councils
who were intended to advise him on scientific matters. He
replied that he already received far too much advice, but
lacked anybody to do hard practical and disinterested wofk
on specific problems. In the light of this statement, I have
never considered that the work of my Section overlapped with
that of the National Scientific Council My staff consists of
young men, doing practical work on the problems confronting
your Ministry. The National Council consists of eminent
elderly men, able perhaps to advise you on broad Issues, but
quite unsuitable, and In many instances incapable, of design-
ing, controlling and carrying out practical researches.
" Moreover, If our work is to be of value, day to day contact
with various departments of your Ministry Is the first essential,
and I fear that the necessity of reporting through a Committee,
whose members were not directly in touch with the work,
would be completely stultifying.
" For these reasons, and others which I need not touch upon,
I do not feel able to fall in with the arrangement you suggest.
It would, in my view, be far better for me to sever my con-
nection with your Ministry and return to my own work,
leaving you a clear field for any changes which you feel to be
necessary.
"Yours sincerely,
"R. H. N. MAIR."
1 said, " Well, that appears to be that/* My throat felt very
dry.